
Romans 2  

Chapter 1 discussed a group of godless, morally decadent people who were without excuse. Chapter 2 discusses a 
different group who are likewise inexcusable. Who are they (v. 1)? The self-righteous (as opposed to the 
unrighteous of chapter 1). They try to keep the moral laws to please God and obtain and or maintain their 
salvation…..to the exclusion of genuine faith. It is similar to legalism. They are religious. Many among the Jews of 
Paul’s day would qualify as such.  Paul assumes they are congratulating themselves that they are not like the 
people described at the end of chapter 1. This passage is like a bucket of cold water to the religious person. 

Why are these people without excuse? The fact that they judge means they know the difference between right 
and wrong. And yet they go out and commit the very wrong (sins) they accuse others of doing. They have no excuse 
because they know better. Note that the self-righteous are not condemned for judging others but for being guilty of 
the same things that they judge others for…. a clear example of hypocrisy at its finest! 

What is God’s judgment based on (v. 2)? The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  It is not based on 
rumor or circumstantial evidence. 

What question did Paul ask these people (v. 3)?  How do you think you will escape judgment if you do the very 
things you condemn others for doing?  The self-righteous person is just as guilty as the obvious sinner. God is 
saying that just as they judge other people by their standards, He has the right to judge them by His standards. 

What is the point Paul is making about God’s kindness (v. 4)? There is a purpose to His kindness and that is to 
lead the self-righteous people to repentance.  God is exercising self-restraint and holding back judgment. He is “not 
wanting anyone to perish but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). And yet they show contempt for His 
kindness by their attitude of superiority and self-righteousness instead of humble repentance. 

What will be the result of their conduct in the Day of Judgment (v. 5)? They will incur the wrath of God. 

In what sense is God’s judgment of men “righteous” (v. 6)?  It is based on what we have done, our good 
deeds/works. Good works are evidence of salvation….they follow salvation (Ephesians 2:10). While judgment in 
the Bible is always based on works, salvation is always based on grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Who will receive eternal life (v. 7)? Those who persist in doing good, seeking glory and honor and immortality.  

Why will they receive eternal life? Because they have pure (not self-seeking) motives which is evidence of a 
changed, regenerate heart, i.e. a saved person.   

Who will incur the wrath and anger of God (v. 8)? The self-seekers who reject the truth and chase after evil….. 
which is evidence of an unregenerate heart which rejects God. They are those who are storing up wrath for the 
judgment day (v. 5). 

Why is the Jew first in receiving rewards as well as condemnation (vv. 9-10)? The Jew holds a place of 
privilege in the heart of God as His chosen people. If they are first in line for the gospel (Romans 1:16) and first in 
line for reward (Romans 2:10), they are also first in line for judgment. Along with privilege goes responsibility. 

What does v. 11 tell us about God? He will treat everyone evenhandedly. There is equal justice for all ("no 
partiality") in God's court.1 Judgment will not be based on privilege (not on the basis of who they are….the Chosen 
People) but rather on how they responded to the truth they had. 

Who was Paul referring to “who sin apart from the law?” (v. 12) The Gentiles. What point is Paul making? 
The Mosaic Law was given to the Jews not the Gentiles.  Gentiles who sin will perish but the law will not be used as 
a standard of judgment against them. God judges according to the light available to people (1:18-20). However the 
Jews who sin under the law will be judged by the law.   

Who will be declared righteous (v. 13)? Being declared righteous was not automatic for the Jew who heard the 
law. Those who will be declared righteous are those who obey the law because their conduct reveals their 
regenerate hearts….hearts which believe and trust. People will be condemned, not because they have the law or do 
not have the law, but because they have sinned (by rejecting the Messiah). 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%201.16
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%202.10


What point is Paul making about the Gentiles and the law (v. 14)? Gentiles may not have the law. But they do 
have a different law.  Their law is instinctive. By their very nature, they know that they should do things that are 
right and not do things that are wrong. Their law is an intuitive perception (their conscience) that enables them to 
differentiate right from wrong. They will be judged by how they respond by this nature to their “law.” And since no 
one can respond perfectly to any “law”….since no one can perfectly live by their conscience…..they will stand guilty 
before God. 

Without the law, how could the Gentiles know right from wrong (v. 15)? They have a conscience. Their 
conscience (which is the work of the moral law written in their hearts) is enough to condemn (or defend) them. 
Those who have never heard God’s word still have a moral compass they are accountable to – the conscience. 

When will Jews and Gentiles be judged (v. 16)? All unbelievers, whether Jew or Gentile, will be judged at the 
Great White Throne judgment at the end of the 1000-year reign of Christ. Who will be the judge? God through 
Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 4:1; John 5:22). 

Who specifically is Paul addressing in v. 17? The self-righteous Jews.  The ones who have read the end of 
chapter 1 and thought, “I am not like these people.”  

In what did the Jews rest and boast (v. 17)? The law and their relationship with God. Every “boast” of the Jewish 
people in this passage concerns the possession of the law. The Jewish people of Paul’s day were extremely proud of 
and gloried in the fact that God gave His holy law to them.  They believed this confirmed their status as a specially 
chosen people, and thus insured their salvation. Some rabbis taught that Father Abraham actually stood guard at 
the gates of Hell in case a Jew accidentally wandered in that direction. 

Paul next presented a list of ways in which the Jews glorified in their sense of superiority to the Gentiles, i.e. those 
things which a Jew prized as giving him an inside track with God.  What are they (vv. 17-20)?  
1. They had the law; it belonged to them  
2. Their privileged relationship with God  
3. Their knowledge of His will  
4. They approve of what is superior because they are instructed by the law  
5. They have the embodiment of knowledge and truth which enables them to be a guide for the blind, a light for 
those in dark, an instructor of the foolish and a teacher of infants. 
  

How did Paul follow up his previous observations (vv. 21-23)? With several rhetorical questions that poked 
holes in the Jews' hypocritical façade.2  
 

What was the end result of their sinful hypocrisy (v. 24)? Paul reminds the Jew that God said in the Old 
Testament that the failure of the Jew to obey the law causes Gentiles to blaspheme God (Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22). 
The Gentiles may have reasoned, “Why should we honor their God when His Chosen People choose not to follow 
Him?” A life of religious legalism is always distasteful to those outside the faith. 

In addition to the law, the Jews prided themselves on the rite of circumcision as a sign of their special covenental 
relationship with God. What was the value of circumcision (vv. 25-27)? In and of itself, circumcision was of no 
value.  Tracing your family tree back to Abraham is of no value. Paul rightly argues that circumcision is irrelevant 
in regard to justification. Only when circumcision was combined with a life of obedience was it a valid sign of a 
valid relationship. For a Jew, physical circumcision served as a visible reminder of the Covenant God had 
established with His Chosen People.  
 
How did Paul clarify the circumcision argument (vv. 28-29)?  He defined a true Jew…..not one who has 
Abraham’s blood flowing in his veins or a mark of circumcision on his body. A true Jew was one who manifested an 
internal circumcision. True circumcision was a matter of the heart and by the Spirit – a spiritual surgery on the old 
unregenerate heart (Jeremiah 4:4). Heart circumcision is a spiritual operation that the Holy Spirit performs, not a 
physical operation that conforms to the letter of the Mosaic Law.3  

 
1 Dr. Thomas L. Constable, Notes on Romans, 2017 Edition (published by http://planobiblechapel.org/soniclight/), p. 38 
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