
Devo #42              Boy with an Evil Spirit II 

 

Read Mark 9:25-32 
 
25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. “Listen, you spirit 

that makes this boy unable to hear and speak,” he said. “I command you to come out of this child and never 

enter him again!”  

26 Then the spirit screamed and threw the boy into another violent convulsion and left him. The boy 

appeared to be dead. A murmur ran through the crowd as people said, “He’s dead.”  

27 But Jesus took him by the hand and helped him to his feet, and he stood up.  

28 Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his disciples, they asked him, “Why couldn’t we cast 

out that evil spirit?”  29 Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out only by prayer.”  

30 Leaving that region, they traveled through Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to know he was there,  

31 for he wanted to spend more time with his disciples and teach them. He said to them, “The Son of Man is 

going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies. He will be killed, but three days later he will rise from the 

dead.”  

32 They didn’t understand what he was saying, however, and they were afraid to ask him what he meant.  

 
 
What did Jesus do next when He saw a crowd forming (v. 25)?  He told the evil spirit to “shut your mouth” 
and ordered him to come out of the boy and never bother him again.  What did the evil spirit do (v. 26)?  He 
made the boy scream and go into convulsions and collapse. 
 
What did the people think of the boy?  He looked like he was dead. What did Jesus do next (v. 27)?  He 
took the boy’s hand and lifted him to his feet.  
 
What were the disciples wondering (v. 28)?  Why they couldn’t drive out this evil spirit. 
 
Why did Jesus say they couldn’t drive out the evil spirit (v. 29)?  This kind could only be driven out by 
prayer.  The disciples didn’t pray before they tried to drive him out.  They thought they still had the power that 
Jesus had given them (Mark 6:6, 13) when He sent them out two by two to preach and cast out demons.  They 
didn’t realize they needed to ask the Lord for help.  They were trying to cast the demon out in their own 
strength.   When do we need to ask the Lord for help?  
 
When Jesus and His disciples left that place, why didn’t He want anyone to know where they were (vv. 
30-31)?  He wanted some time alone with His disciples so He could teach them.  
 
Do we need time alone with Jesus so He can teach us?  When and how often? 
 
How does He teach us?  By reading the Bible. By listening to older people.  If you are a Christian, the Holy 
Spirit will give you thoughts in your heart and your mind. 
 
What did He teach His disciples (v. 31)?  That He was going to be killed and then rise from the dead. 
 
What did the disciples think about what Jesus told them (v. 32)?  They didn’t understand what He was 
talking about and they were afraid to ask Him. 


