
Devo #44        Sin and Salt 

 

Read Mark 9:38-50 
 

38 John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone using your name to cast out demons, but we told him to stop 

because he wasn’t in our group.”  

39 “Don’t stop him!” Jesus said. “No one who performs a miracle in my name will soon be able to speak evil of 

me. 40 Anyone who is not against us is for us.  

41 If anyone gives you even a cup of water because you belong to the Messiah, I tell you the truth, that person will 

surely be rewarded.  

42 “But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to be thrown 

into the sea with a large millstone hung around your neck.  

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one hand than to go into the 

unquenchable fires of hell with two hands.  

45 If your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one foot than to be thrown into 

hell with two feet.  

47 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out. It’s better to enter the Kingdom of God with only one eye than to 

have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where the maggots never die and the fire never goes out.’ 49 “For 

everyone will be tested with fire.  

50 Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it salty again? You must have salt in 

yourselves and live in peace with each other.” 

 
What did the disciples see (v. 38)?  A stranger casting out demons in the name of Jesus just like they themselves 
had done. What did the disciples tell the man to do?  Knock it off!  What did Jesus tell the disciples NOT to do 
(v. 39)?  Don’t make him quit casting out demons. 
 
Why did Jesus tell the disciples to NOT stop the man from driving our demons (v. 40)?  He must be on our side 
even if we don’t know him. What truth did Jesus tell the disciples (v. 41) Any Christian who helps out another 
Christian will be rewarded. God rewards even small acts of kindness 
  
What was Jesus warning (v. 42)?  You better not cause a child who believes in Jesus to sin.  You will be in big trouble 
if you do. 
 
Did Jesus really mean we should cut off our hands, our feet and gouge out our eyes if they cause us to sin (vv. 
43-47)? No.  We are not to do physical surgery on our bodies, but spiritual surgery, to get rid of the sin within 
ourselves.  Our body parts don’t cause us to sin. Sin comes from the heart. Jesus was very serious about sin. 
 
What does v. 49 mean?  God will bring trials into our lives to test our faith and purify our hearts (James 1:2-3). 
 
What was Jesus saying about salt (v. 50)? Salt is good. Salt preserves and purifies and seasons. Christians are the 
salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13). God expects us to be a healthy, purifying influence on those around us.   
 
What does Jesus mean about salt? Salt without saltiness is of no value.  A Christian who is not doing the things a 
Christian is supposed to do is useless. 
 
What does Jesus mean “Have salt in yourselves?” Live a life of peace. Do good works for God in the world.   
 


