
Devo #51       The Temple and the Tree 

Read Mark 11:12-19 
 

12 The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.  

13 He noticed a fig tree in full leaf a little way off, so he went over to see if he could find any figs. But 

there were only leaves because it was too early in the season for fruit.  

14 Then Jesus said to the tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” And the disciples heard him say it.  

15 When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the people 

buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the 

chairs of those selling doves, 16 and he stopped everyone from using the Temple as a marketplace.  

17 He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer for all nations,’ 

but you have turned it into a den of thieves.”  

18 When the leading priests and teachers of religious law heard what Jesus had done, they began 

planning how to kill him. But they were afraid of him because the people were so amazed at his teaching.  

19 That evening Jesus and the disciples left the city.  

 
As Jesus and His disciples were leaving Bethany, how would you describe Jesus (v. 12)?  He was 
hungry.  What did Jesus see (v. 13)?  A fig tree with lots of leaves 
 
When He went to check out the fig tree what did He find?  There were no figs on the tree to eat. 
 
Did Jesus know there wouldn’t be any figs on the tree?  Yes. What did He do next (14)?  He cursed the 
fig tree. 
 
What does all this mean?  Jesus was teaching His disciples.  This was a picture of judgment -- on the fig 
tree for not bearing any fruit.  Just like the Jewish religious leaders did not bear any fruit either. They looked 
good on the outside, like the leaves on the fig tree, but when you looked closely there was no fruit -- no 
spiritual fruit of righteousness. They were empty on the inside. They were hypocrites.  
 
When Jesus and his disciples got to Jerusalem where did they go (v. 15)?  To the temple (the Jewish 
church).   
 
What did Jesus do there? He kicked out all the money changers and the people who were selling animals.  
He knocked their tables over.  He was angry. 
 
Why did Jesus do that (v. 17)?  Because the temple was supposed to be a church where people came to 
worship and pray -- not a flea market or a farmer’s market. 
 
What did the chief priests and teachers of the Law do next (v. 18)?  They began planning how they 
were going to kill Jesus. Why did they want to kill Jesus?  Because they were afraid of Him. 
 
Why were they afraid of Jesus?  Because Jesus was becoming more important and more popular than 
they were.  They were jealous.  Are you afraid of Jesus? 


