
Devo #60                                  Perfume and Judas 

Read Mark 14:1-11 
 

1 It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The leading priests and the teachers 

of religious law were still looking for an opportunity to capture Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the 

Passover celebration,” they agreed, “or the people may riot.”  

3 Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon, a man who had previously had leprosy. While he was 

eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume made from essence of nard. She broke 

open the jar and poured the perfume over his head.  

4 Some of those at the table were indignant. “Why waste such expensive perfume?” they asked.  5 “It could have 

been sold for a year’s wages and the money given to the poor!” So they scolded her harshly.  

6 But Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. Why criticize her for doing such a good thing to me?  

7 You will always have the poor among you, and you can help them whenever you want to. But you will not always 

have me.  8 She has done what she could and has anointed my body for burial ahead of time.  

9 I tell you the truth, wherever the Good News is preached throughout the world, this woman’s deed will be 

remembered and discussed.”  

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests to arrange to betray Jesus to them.  

11 They were delighted when they heard why he had come, and they promised to give him money. So he began 

looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 

 

What was the next move the religious leaders were planning (v. 1)?  They were trying to figure out how to arrest 
Jesus and kill Him. Why didn’t they want to kill Him during the Feast (v. 2)?  They were afraid the Jewish people 
would be so mad they would start a riot.  
 
While Jesus was in Bethany, at Simon’s house, what did the woman do (v. 3)?  Broke open a very expensive jar 
of perfume and poured it on Jesus’ head.  She loved Jesus! Who was this woman (John 12:3)?  Mary, the sister of 
Martha.   
 
How did the crowd react to Mary pouring the expensive perfume over Jesus’ head (vv. 4-5)?  They thought it 
was a waste of money. The perfume could have been sold and used to help the poor people. 
 
How did Jesus answer them (vv. 6-7)?  Leave her alone.  She has done a beautiful thing by pouring the perfume 
over Me.  I’m only going to be here for a few more days. Then I’m going to go back to heaven . The poor will always 
be here and you can help them after I am gone. 
 
How did Jesus describe what Mary did (v. 8)?  She was preparing Jesus body to be buried. What was the result 
of Mary’s act (v. 9)?  Her story was written in the Bible for millions of people to read. 
 
Can we do anything like Mary did to show Jesus that we love Him?  Obtaining God’s approval is not a matter of 
what we do.  It is a matter of the heart.  Psalm 51:16-17 “You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not 
take pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart.” Any act of 
devotion, if done with a broken and contrite heart, is looked upon by God in the same way as He looked at Mary. 
 
What did Judas do (v. 10)?  Offered to turn Jesus over to the Jewish religious leaders.  
 
How did the religious leaders respond to Judas’ offer (v. 11)?  They were thrilled and promised to give Judas 
money.  Then they tried to figure out when was the best time to arrest Jesus. 


