
Grandpa Devotional #66   Jesus Arrested 

Mark 14:43-52 
 

43 And immediately, even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd of men 
armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and 
the elders.  

44 The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will know which one to arrest when I greet 
him with a kiss. Then you can take him away under guard.” 45 As soon as they arrived, Judas walked up to 
Jesus. “Rabbi!” he exclaimed, and gave him the kiss.  

46 Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 47 But one of the men with Jesus pulled out his sword 
and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear.  

48 Jesus asked them, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with swords and clubs to arrest 
me? 49 Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there among you teaching every day. But these things 
are happening to fulfill what the Scriptures say about me.”  

50 Then all his disciples deserted him and ran away.  

51 One young man following behind was clothed only in a long linen shirt. When the mob tried to grab 
him, 52 he slipped out of his garment and ran away naked.  

 

Who appeared next in the Garden of Gethsemane (v. 43)?  Judas and some Roman soldiers (John 18:3) and 

temple guards armed with swords and clubs.  Who sent them?  The Jewish religious leaders who hated Jesus. 

 

Why did they send so many soldiers to arrest one person?  Several times before, when they tried to arrest 

Jesus, He just slipped away through the crowd and they couldn’t find Him (Luke 4:30; John 5:13).  They wanted 

to make sure He didn’t get away this time. 

 

What was the signal that Judas came up with (v. 44)?  He would kiss Jesus and that would identify Jesus so 

the soldiers could arrest Him.  Why did they need a signal to identify Jesus?  The Roman soldiers didn’t 

know what Jesus looked like.  They had probably never seen Him before.  He didn’t exactly hang out in Rome. 

 

When Jesus kissed Jesus, what happened (vv. 46-47)?  The soldiers grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.  Then 

one of Jesus followers took his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest.  Which one of Jesus 

followers did this? Peter (John 18:10) 

 

What did Jesus say to them (vv. 48-49)?  Am I such a dangerous person that you had to send out so many 

soldiers to capture Me?  I was teaching in the temple every day.  Why didn’t you just come and arrest Me then? 

 

Why didn’t they arrest Him when He was teaching in the temple (v. 49)?  Because the scriptures had to 

be fulfilled that prophesied about the arrest of Jesus leading to His crucifixion. The timing was not right.  God’s 

plan had to be followed.  Also, if they had arrested Him while He was teaching, the people would have rioted. 

 

What did the disciples and other followers of Jesus do next (v. 50)?  They all ran away.  What happened 

to the young man following Jesus (vv. 51-52)?   When the soldiers grabbed him, they pulled his garment off 

and he ran away naked. 


