
Romans 15   

Chapter 15 continues the subject of the previous chapter, dealing with matters of moral indifference. Tensions had 
arisen between the converts from Judaism and those from paganism, so Paul here pleads for harmonious relations 
between these Jewish and Gentile Christians.1  

What is the principle stated in (v. 1)?  If you consider yourself strong in comparison to your brother, use your 
strength to serve your brothers in Christ – instead of using your strength just to please yourself. Paul points the 
way to true happiness and fulfillment in life – get your eyes off of yourself, start building up others and you will 
find yourself built up. 

Whom should we please and for what purpose (v. 2)?  We should please our neighbor for his sake, to build him 
up (Philippians 2:3-4). Our goal should be to look out for the other person's welfare and spiritual "edification." 

Who set the example in pleasing others (v. 3)?  Jesus Christ. His primary focus was on submitting to and 
honoring the Father.  He was so consumed with God’s honor that when men insulted God the Father, He took it as a 
personal insult to Himself (Psalm 69:9; John 2:17).   

Paul quotes an Old Testament verse (Psalm 69:9) for what purpose (v. 4)?  It was written for their learning. 
As they read about Old Testament saints who did not live to please themselves, they would be motivated to endure 
and look ahead to the future, having been encouraged by the past. 

What goal did Paul urge them to pursue (vv. 5-6)? To glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. They 
would accomplish that goal by having one mind and one mouth. This was a call to unity between Jewish and Gentile 
Christians. This unity of heart and mouth would have a clear testimony to the world around them. 

On what basis were they encouraged to receive one another (v. 7)? Instead of letting issues about disputable 
things divide them, they should receive one another just as Christ received them – in the terms of pure grace, 
knowing yet bearing with each other’s faults. This glorifies God whenever we do so. 

“Christ did not receive us because we were perfect, because he could see no fault in us, or because he hoped to gain 
somewhat at our hands. Ah, no! But, in loving condescension covering our faults, and seeking our good, he 
welcomed us to his heart; so, in the same way, and with the same purpose, let us receive one another.” Spurgeon 

What do these Old Testament verses reveal about God’s perspective on the Gentiles (vv. 8-12)? God had 
always planned to extend his mercy and grace to the Gentile nations as well as His Chosen People.  These passages 
would have encouraged Paul's Jewish readers to accept their Gentile brothers. Perhaps Paul cited these references 
to help his Jewish readers remember that their Gentile brethren did not need to come to God through Jews or 
Judaism. They did not need to practice some of the things that Jewish Christians did as a part of their cultural 
heritage.2  

What blessings did God promise these Christians (v. 13)? Joy, peace and hope. What conditions must be met? 
Trust in Him and rely on the power of the Holy Spirit. The mention of "hope" points forward to the future. If they 
had a common hope, it would be a powerful unifying force for these readers.   

What picture does Paul paint of the church at Rome (v. 14)? This was pretty much a model church.  They were 
full of goodness i.e. morally excellent, intellectually complete in knowledge and functionally competent to instruct 
one another.  How would our churches of today stack up? 

What specific purpose(s) did Paul hope his writing would serve (vv. 15-16)? Paul reminded them of his 
calling to be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. In fulfilling this call, he didn’t just preach the gospel of 
salvation but also instructed believers how to live before God. The Gentiles, who were coming to faith and growing 
through his ministry, served to validate his ministry and also served as his "offering" acceptable to God.  

Like a priest, Paul introduced Gentiles to God and then presented them as an offering to the Lord. God’s willingness 
to accept Gentiles shows His plan in the Chruch Age is to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body (Ephesians 3:6). 
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In whom did Paul glory (v. 17-18)? He gloried in Christ alone. He spoke only of the things God did through him to 
bring salvation to the Gentiles. He did not boast but rather gave all the credit for what had happened through his 
ministry to Jesus Christ. Any temptation to pride was tempered by Paul’s realization that he was nothing in himself. 

What does he speak of in (v. 19)? Why was this important regarding Paul’s work among Gentiles (Acts 
15:12)?  He spoke of  the power of "signs and wonders," i.e. miracles, which accredited the messenger of God and 
validated the message that he proclaimed (Acts 2:22; 5:12). The power of the Holy Spirit enabled people to connect 
the dots between the miracle and the message, and, therefore, to believe the gospel and experience salvation.3  

What special aim did Paul have regarding his preaching (v. 20)? Paul did not want to build on another man’s 
foundation. Rather he wanted to do pioneer work for the Lord – not because it was wrong or bad to continue the 
work begun through another man, but because there was so much to do on the frontiers where the gospel had yet 
to be heard. Paul was a foundation builder, not a superstructure builder. 

How does v. 21 fit in Paul’s scheme? Paul saw his pioneering heart as obedience to the Scriptures, fulfilling the 
passage he quotes from Isaiah which describes the mission of the Servant of the Lord 

How did this relate to Paul’s plan to visit Rome (v. 22)? He spent so much time evangelizing the spiritually 
undeveloped eastern Mediterranean that he had been prevented from making a trip westward to Rome. 

What circumstance affected his plans now (v. 23)? His work in the eastern Mediterranean was complete.  
Apparently, there were no places left where he had not faithfully proclaimed the gospel (v. 20). 

What did he now hope to do next (v. 24)? Paul anticipated that he would visit the Romans on his way to Spain – 
a new frontier. Apparently, he felt that the Christians in the areas he had evangelized were in a good position to 
carry on the local ministry of the gospel and he could look to unreached fields farther to the west in what is now 
Europe. 

Did things work out according to his plans? He did go to Rome, yet not as a missionary on his way to Spain. He 
went to Rome as a prisoner awaiting trial before Caesar, where he would preach the gospel on a different kind of 
frontier (Acts 28:17-31). 

Where did Paul intend to go before his trip to Spain and Rome and why (vv. 25-26)? Paul was on his way to 
Jerusalem to deliver a collection from the Christians in Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 20:1-3) which was designed to 
relieve the poverty that existed among the Jewish Christian in Jerusalem.  

Why did Paul believe it was good for these Christians to send a contribution to Jerusalem (v. 27)? The 
Gentile Christians of the broader Roman empire had received so much spiritually from the community of Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem, it was only right that they help the Jerusalem Christians in their need. This would also help 
to forge bonds between Gentile and Jewish believers. It was both a love-gift and an obligation. 

When did Paul intend to go to Rome (v. 28)? Once the contribution was delivered to Jerusalem, Paul would head 
for Spain with a stop in Rome to visit the believers.  

How would he be enabled to go to Rome (v. 29)? Only by the blessing of God which he undoubtedly anticipated 
would overflow to the Romans through his ministry to them.  Little did he know that he would arrive in Rome in 
chains.  

What request did he make of the Romans (v. 30-31)? Sensing that danger awaited him in Jerusalem (having 
been warned several times as recorded in Acts 20:22-23 and Acts 21:10-14), Paul recognized the value of 
intercessory prayer from God’s people to see him through the danger of dealing with hostile unbelieving Jews.  

How and why did he hope to go to Rome (v. 32)? He recognized the need to be in the center of God’s will to get 
there. He hoped to be a well needed source of Joy and (mutual) refreshment to the believing community. 
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