
Grandpa Devotional #16    Believers’ Prayer 
 

Read Acts 4:23-31 
 

23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the 

leading priests and elders had said.  

24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: 

“O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them—  

25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying, ‘Why were the 

nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile plans?  

26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered together against the LORD and against 

his Messiah.’  

27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the 

Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed.  

28 But everything they did was determined beforehand according to your will.  

29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your 

word.  

30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the 

name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they 

preached the word of God with boldness.  

 

What did Peter and John do as soon as the religious leaders let them go (v. 23)?  They went back 

and told the other believers what the leaders had told them not to do.  Quit preaching about Jesus! 

When the believers heard their report what did they do and say (v. 24)?  They prayed. They praised 

God for being the Creator of everything.   

Who did they quote (v. 25)?  David.  When he wrote Psalm 22.  What did David prophecy (vv. 25-26)?  

(Read Psalm 22:1-2) The nations were angry with God and planned to destroy Jesus but their plans were 

a waste of time.  

The believers continued their prayer in v. 27.  What did the enemies of Jesus do (v. 27)?  They 

gathered to fight against Jesus. 

Why did they do this (v. 28)?  It was God’s plan. God had decided ahead of time what He would cause 

them to do.  God is in control of everything.  Sometimes He even uses the bad guys to carry out His plans. 

What did they ask God to do (vv. 29-30)?  Hear the bad things our enemies are saying.  Help us not to 

be afraid to preach the Word of God.  Show Your power by doing many miracles.  Notice they asked God 

for strength and they didn’t ask God to free them from persecution.  They wanted God to be glorified 

through it all.  What a great model for us when we are going through tough times!  

What happened after they were done praying (v. 31)?  The meeting place shook, probably like and 

earthquake.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and they preached the Word of God with no fear. 


