
Grandpa Devotional #19    Healing and Persecution 
 

Read Acts 5:12-20 
 

12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all 

the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade.  

13 But no one else dared to join them, even though all the people had high regard for them. 14 Yet 
more and more people believed and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women.  
 
15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats 

so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.  

16 Crowds came from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil 

spirits, and they were all healed.  

17 The high priest and his officials, who were Sadducees, were filled with jealousy.  

18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.  

19 But an angel of the Lord came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought them out. Then 

he told them,  

20 “Go to the Temple and give the people this message of life!”  

 

What was going on in the life of the apostles at this time (v. 12)?  The apostles were doing lots 

of miracles.  And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple – probably to pray. 

What did the unbelieving people think (v. 13)?  After what had happened with Ananias and 

Sapphira, they were scared to join the believers even though they respected them. 

Even though many were afraid, what was going on…..what happened (v. 14)?  More and more 

people were becoming Christians. 

What happened when the people knew the apostles could do miracles (vv. 15-16)?  Everyone 

brought their sick friends to be healed by the apostles. 

What did the Jewish religious leaders think (v. 17)?  They were very jealous.  The leaders 

thought they were more important than the apostles. But everybody loved the apostles and ignored 

the leaders which made the leaders mad. 

How did the Jewish religious leaders respond (v. 18)?  They arrested the apostles and put them 

in jail.  

What happened next (v. 19a)?  An angel came at night, opened the gates of the jail, and brought 

them out. 

What did the angel tell the apostles to do (vv. 19b-20)?  Go to the Temple and preach the Gospel.  

Tell the people the good news about Jesus. 


