
Grandpa Devotional #20    The Courtroom 
 

Read Acts 5:21-32 
 
 
21 So at daybreak the apostles entered the Temple, as they were told, and immediately began teaching. When the 

high priest and his officials arrived, they convened the high council —the full assembly of the elders of Israel. Then 

they sent for the apostles to be brought from the jail for trial.  

22 But when the Temple guards went to the jail, the men were gone. So, they returned to the council and 

reported, 23 “The jail was securely locked, with the guards standing outside, but when we opened the gates, no one 

was there!”  

24 When the captain of the Temple guard and the leading priests heard this, they were perplexed, wondering 

where it would all end. 25 Then someone arrived with startling news: “The men you put in jail are standing in the 

Temple, teaching the people!”  

26 The captain went with his Temple guards and arrested the apostles, but without violence, for they were afraid 

the people would stone them. 27 Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest 

confronted them.  

28 “We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. “Instead, you have filled all 

Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and you want to make us responsible for his death!”  

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.  

30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by hanging him on a cross.  

31 Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and Savior. He did this so the people of Israel 

would repent of their sins and be forgiven.  

32 We are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey him.”  

 
After the apostles were set free from jail by the angel, what did they do (v. 21)?  They went to the Temple and 

taught the people about Jesus. 

When the Jewish religious leaders gathered together, what did they do?  They sent for the apostles to be 

brought out of the jail to stand before them in a trial. 

When the Temple guards went to the jail, what did they find (v. 22)?  The apostles were gone. 

When the Temple guards reported back to the leaders, what did the leaders think (v. 24)?  They didn’t know 

what to think.  They couldn’t figure out how the apostles could possibly be missing from the jail. 

When the news came that the apostles were preaching in the temple, what happened next (vv. 26-27)?  The 

guards went to the Temple and arrested the apostles.  But they were gentle with them so the people wouldn’t get 

mad and riot.  Then they took the apostles back to court where the leaders were waiting. 

What did the High Priest say to the apostles (v. 28)?  We told you to quit preaching about Jesus but you are still 

preaching.  And you’re telling everyone that we killed Jesus. 

How did Peter and the apostles respond (vv. 29-32)? 
 v. 29 We have to obey God and not you. 
 v. 30 God raised Jesus from the dead after you crucified Him. 

v. 31 God gave Jesus the seat right next to Himself in heaven.  God wanted all the Jews to believe in Jesus, 
repent of their sins, especially the sin of killing Jesus, and if they did, He would forgive them. 
v. 32 We have seen all this with our own eyes.  And so has the Holy Spirit. And anyone can receive the Holy 
Spirit if they believe in Jesus. 


