
Grandpa Devotional #25    Apostles Scattered 
 

Read Acts 8:1-8 
 

1 Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of Stephen. A great wave 

of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers except 

the apostles were scattered through the regions of Judea and Samaria.  

2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen with great mourning.)  

3 But Saul was going everywhere to destroy the church. He went from house to house, dragging out 

both men and women to throw them into prison.  

4 But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went.  

5 Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah.  

6 Crowds listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and see the 

miraculous signs he did.  

7 Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been 

paralyzed or crippled were healed.  

8 So there was great joy in that city.  

 

Who was one of the witnesses that watched Stephen being stoned to death (v. 1) Saul. 

Was Saul in favor of the killing of Stephen?  Yes, very much. 

Who did Saul later become?  Paul, the great missionary and author of several books of the Bible. 

What happened to the church that day (v. 1)?  The church was scattered.  The Christians were 

afraid of Saul, so they went to other places far away from Jerusalem.  Who wasn’t scattered?  The 

apostles. Why not?  The Bible doesn’t exactly tell us. 

What did Saul start doing then (v. 3)?  He arrested the Christians and put them in jail.  He was 

trying to destroy the church. 

What did the believers do after they were scattered (v. 4)?  They continued to tell the people 

the Good News about Jesus. 

Who was Philip (v. 5)?  One of the seven men chosen to wait on tables in the early church (6:5).  What 

did he do?  He went to Samaria and told the people about Jesus. 

What did the crowds think of Philip (v. 6)?  They listened to him.  They wanted to hear about 

Jesus and see the miracles Philip could do. 

What did Philip do (v. 7)?  He cast out demons and healed the paralyzed and crippled people. 

How was the feeling in the city (v. 8)?  The people were very, very happy. 

Why do you think they were so happy?   


