
Grandpa Devotional #27    Simon the Sorcerer II 
 

Read Acts 8:18-25 
 

18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he 

offered them money to buy this power.  

19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on people, they will 

receive the Holy Spirit!”  

20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought!  

21 You can have no part in this, for your heart is not right with God.  

22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts,  

23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held captive by sin.”  

24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen 

to me!”  

25 After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John returned to 

Jerusalem. And they stopped in many Samaritan villages along the way to preach the Good News. 

 

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given to the people when the apostles laid their hands 

on them, what did he do (v. 18)?  He offered to buy the power from Peter and John.  He really 

didn’t understand where the power came from.  He probably just wanted to add to his (evil) 

powers. 

What did Simon want to do (v. 19)?  He was used to doing miracles using evil spirits but now he 

wanted to buy the power to do a new miracle. He wanted to be able to lay his hands on people and 

have them receive the Holy Spirit just like Peter and John had done. 

What did Peter say to Simon (vv. 20-21)?  He was angry with Simon for thinking that God’s gift of 

power could be bought with money.  He also told Simon that his heart was not right with God. 

What did Peter say to Simon (vv. 22-23)?  He told him to repent of his wickedness and evil 

thoughts so that God might forgive him.  He knew that Simon was jealous and wanted to be able to 

make himself look good rather than bring glory to God which was a sin. 

How did Simon respond to Peter confronting him (v. 24)?  He was afraid that God would punish 

him.  He asked Peter to pray for him. 

What did Peter and John do when they were finished in Samaria (v. 25)?  They went back to 

Jerusalem.  But, along the way, they stopped at many Samaritan villages to tell the people the Good 

News about Jesus. 

 


