
Grandpa Devotional #35    Cornelius 
 

Read Acts 10:1-8 
 

1 In Caesarea there lived a Centurion, a Roman army officer, named Cornelius, who was a 

captain of the Italian Regiment.  

2 He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in his household. He gave generously 

to the poor and prayed regularly to God.  

3 One afternoon about three o’clock, he had a vision in which he saw an angel of God 

coming toward him. “Cornelius!” the angel said.  

4 Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the angel. And the angel 

replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by God as an offering!  

5 Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 6 He is staying 

with Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.”  

7 As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a 

devout soldier, one of his personal attendants.  

8 He told them what had happened and sent them off to Joppa.  

 

Who was Cornelius (v. 1)? A Roman army officer.  He was a Centurion which means he 

was in charge of at least 100 men in the Italian Regiment.  

What do we know about Cornelius (v. 2)? He was a religious, God-fearing man, along 

with all his family. He gave a lot of money to the poor and prayed every day to God.  

What happened to Cornelius (v. 3)? He had a vision.  He saw an angel of God coming 

toward him.  The angel knew who he was because he called him by his name.   

What did Cornelius say to the angel (v. 4)? “What is it, sir?”  It was like saying, “What do 

you want?” 

What did the angel tell Cornelius about his prayers and gifts to the poor (v. 4)? God 

had heard his prayers and seen his gifts to the poor and God was pleased. God was pleased 

because of Cornelius’ heart not because of how much money he had given to the poor. 

Is God pleased when we give some of our money to the church or to missionaries?  

Psalm 51:16-17 

What did the angel tell Cornelius to do (vv. 5-6)?  Send some men to Joppa where Peter 

is living and ask him to come here.   



What did Cornelius do when the angel left (vv. 7-8)?  Immediately he obeyed.  He called 

two of his servants and a trusted Christian soldier and sent them to Joppa to get Peter. 


