
Grandpa Devotional #39   Peter Explains and the Holy Spirit Arrives 
 

Read Acts 10:34-43 
 
34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism.  

35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right.  

 
What was Peter’s message in vv. 34-35? In the Old Testament the Jews were God’s Chosen People, the 

special recipients of His promises and revelation. Here Peter stated that God’s program was now reaching 

out to the entire world through the church. 

Up to now, he had believed that God’s favor was limited to the nation of Israel. Now he realized that God did 

not respect a person because of his nationality, but was interested in an honest, contrite heart, whether in a 

Jew or a Gentile. 

Peter spent the next several verses (vv. 36-43) describing the history of Jesus starting with John the Baptist 

and including the command to believers to preach and testify about Jesus and concluding with a message of 

salvation – the forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Why did Peter outline Jesus’ career for his listeners in this way? Peter's listeners here were Gentiles. He 
was not in Jerusalem; he was in Caesarea. He needed to make sure they understood the truth about who 

Jesus was and all that He had done.  

 

Then the Holy Spirit interrupted Peter.  Read Acts 10:44-48 

What happened in vv. 44-47?  the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to Peter’s message. Just like 

the Jews in Chapter 2, the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit by faith in Jesus alone.  And they spoke in tongues 

just as the Jews had done. 

This is the first time since Chapter 2 at Pentecost that we have seen speaking in tongues. Why was that 

important at this time? This was the first public Gentile conversion experience. To be seen as valid, it had 

to come as close as possible to duplicating the Jewish experience at Pentecost. A different experience could 

potentially set up two different Christian churches. Unity in this early church was critical.  

What did the Jews who had come with Peter think (vv. 45-46)? They were amazed that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles too. For they heard them speaking in other tongues and 

praising God. 

What happened in Cornelius' house was "the Pentecost of the Gentile world.” By pouring out His Spirit on 

these Gentiles, God showed that—in His sight—Jews and Gentiles were equal. The Jew had no essential 

advantage over the Gentile in becoming part of the church. God observes no distinction in race when it comes 

to becoming a Christian. 

With Cornelius' conversion, God made a public statement, as He had at Pentecost, that He was doing 

something new, namely, forming a new body of believers in Jesus. In chapter 2, He showed that this body 

would include Jews, and in chapter 8, Samaritans and Ethiopians, and in chapter 10, He clarified that it would 

also include Gentiles. The sole prerequisite for entrance into this group (the church) was faith in Jesus Christ 

regardless of ethnicity, an issue which had separated Jews from Gentiles for centuries. God was breaking 

down the dividing wall of hostility between Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:14) 


