
Grandpa Devotional #40    Peter Explains 
 

Read Acts 11:1-18 
 
 

1 Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in Judea that the Gentiles had received 

the word of God.  

2 But when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him.  

3 “You entered the home of Gentiles and even ate with them!” they said.  

4 Then Peter told them exactly what had happened.  

 

What news did the apostles and other believers in Jerusalem hear (v. 1)?  That Cornelius and 

his Gentile friends had placed their faith in Jesus and had become Christians just like the Jewish 

believers. 

How did the Jewish believers treat Peter (v. 2)?  They were upset with him.  

Why were they critical of Peter (v. 3)?  He went into the home of a Gentile and even ate with him 

and his family. 

How did Peter answer them (vv. 4-15)?  He told them about his encounter with the Holy Spirit, 

the trance and the sheet full of animals. And how the Holy Spirit directed him to go to Cornelius’ 

house.  At which point, the Holy Spirit came upon the Gentiles – Cornelius and the others in his 

house – just as He had done with the Jews at Pentecost (Chapter 2). 

 

16 Then I thought of the Lord’s words when he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  

17 And since God gave these Gentiles the same gift he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I to stand in God’s way?”  

18 When the others heard this, they stopped objecting and began praising God. They said, “We can 

see that God has also given the Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal 

life.”  

 

What did Peter remember (v. 16)?  That Jesus had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:5) 

What did Peter figure out (v. 17)?  That God was treating the Gentiles just as He had treated the 

Jews.  They were the same in God’s eyes.  And Peter wasn’t going to interfere or question God. 

What did the other believers do and why (v. 18)?  They accepted Peter’s argument because they 

could see that God had given the Gentiles the same privileges of repentance/forgiveness leading to 

eternal life.  And they praised God for including the Gentiles in His sovereign plan. 

 


