
Grandpa Devotional #44    Mary’s House 
 

Read Acts 12:11-19a 
 

11 Peter finally came to his senses. “It’s really true!” he said. “The Lord has sent his angel and saved me 

from Herod and from what the Jewish leaders had planned to do to me!”  

12 When he realized this, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many were 

gathered for prayer.  

13 He knocked at the door in the gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to open it.  

14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the door, she ran 

back inside and told everyone, “Peter is standing at the door!”  

15 “You’re out of your mind!” they said. When she insisted, they decided, “It must be his angel.”  

16 Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally opened the door and saw him, they were 

amazed.  

17 He motioned for them to quiet down and told them how the Lord had led him out of prison. “Tell 

James and the other brothers what happened,” he said. And then he went to another place.  

18 At dawn there was a great commotion among the soldiers about what had happened to Peter.  

19 Herod Agrippa ordered a thorough search for him. When he couldn’t be found, Herod interrogated the 

guards and sentenced them to death 

 

What did Peter finally realize (v. 11)?  That he wasn’t dreaming or having a vision.  He was actually 

freed from prison by an angel sent by God and he was saved from being hurt or killed. 

Where did Peter go next (v. 12)?  To Mary’s house -- the mother of John Mark.  

What was going on at Mary’s house?  Lots of believers were gathered together praying for Peter. 

Who came to the door when Peter knocked (v. 13)?  A servant girl named Rhoda. 

What did Rhoda do when she recognized Peter’s voice (v. 14)?  She was so excited that she ran back 

and told everyone that Peter was at the door but she forgot to open the door. 

What did the believers do (v. 15)?  They refused to believe her. 

What happened next (v. 16)?  Peter kept knocking and when they finally opened the door and saw him, 

they were amazed.  God had answered their prayers. 

What did Peter tell them (v. 17)?  He told them all about his time in prison and how the Lord had sent 

an angel to free him from jail. 

What did Peter do next?  He left and went somewhere else.  Where?  We don’t know.  The Bible doesn’t 

tell us.  Why did he leave?  He probably knew Herod would have him killed if he stayed. 

What happened the next day when they discovered that Peter was missing (vv. 18-19)?  They 

looked all over for him.   When they couldn’t find him, Herod questioned the guards and then ordered 

them to be killed. 


