
 

 

These Daily Devotionals on the Life of Ruth are designed for the young, i.e. the young in age and the young in their 

faith. Originally designed for our grandchildren, they are meant to be a starting point, a basic framework, for 

parents and mentors to launch out into further explanation, understanding and application to your specific life 

situations. Bible readings are taken from the New Living Translation.  

Grandpa Devotional #1      Moving to Moab 

Read Ruth 1:1-5 

 
1 In the days when the judges ruled in Israel, a severe famine came upon the land. So, a man from Bethlehem in 
Judah left his home and went to live in the country of Moab, taking his wife and two sons with him.  
 
2 The man’s name was Elimelech, and his wife was Naomi. Their two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were from 

Bethlehem in the land of Judah. And when they reached Moab, they settled there.  

3 Then Elimelech died, and Naomi was left with her two sons.  

4 The two sons married Moabite women. One married a woman named Orpah, and the other a woman named 

Ruth. But about ten years later,  

5 both Mahlon and Kilion died. This left Naomi alone, without her two sons or her husband.  

 
The “days when the judges ruled” – what were those days like in Israel (v. 1)?  Those were dark days for 

Israel.  The Jewish people forgot about God. That period was described by the phrase “everyone did what was right 

in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).     

What happened when the judges ruled in Israel (v. 1)?  There was a bad famine.  What’s a famine? A long time 

when it doesn’t rain and all the crops die and you can’t plant any more.  So, you run out of food. In Bible times 

what is a famine often a sign of?  God’s judgment for disobedience. 

What did a man named Elimelech (ee-LIM-meh-lek) from Bethlehem do?  He left the land of Israel and took 

his wife Naomi and they went to Moab where there was food and no famine.  Did he pray about that decision?   

What happened to Naomi’s husband Elimelech in Moab (v. 3)?  He died. Who did Naomi’s Jewish sons marry 

(v. 4)?  Two girls from Moab – Orpah and Ruth.  They weren’t Jewish.  

What happened ten years later (v. 5)?  Orpah’s and Ruth’s husbands died also.  All the men in Naomi’s life were 

gone.  To have no husband and no children in those days was very hard.  There was no one to support you and you 

had to beg from strangers for food to live. 


