
Grandpa Devotional #11    Genealogy 

Read Ruth 4:13-22 

 
13 So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife. When he slept with her, the LORD enabled her to 

become pregnant, and she gave birth to a son.  

14 Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has now provided a redeemer for your 

family! May this child be famous in Israel.  

15 May he restore your youth and care for you in your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law who loves 

you and has been better to you than seven sons!”  

16 Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she cared for him as if he were her own.  

17 The neighbor women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him Obed. He became the 

father of Jesse and the grandfather of David.  

18 This is the genealogical record of their ancestor Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron.  

19 Hezron was the father of Ram. Ram was the father of Amminadab.  

20 Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon.  

21 Salmon was the father of Boaz. Boaz was the father of Obed.  

22 Obed was the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of David. 

 
What did Boaz and Ruth do next (v. 13)?  They got married. 
 
What happened to Ruth?  She became pregnant and had a son. Note that she had no children with her first 
husband after 10 years of marriage (1:4). God opens the wombs of women.  He is the author of life.    
 
How did the women of the town respond (vv. 14-15)?  They were gathered around Naomi praising God for this 
baby.  They rejoiced with her; they were excited for her.  And they recognized Ruth who loved her and had taken 
such good care of her. 
 
What did Naomi do next (v. 16)?  She snuggled with the baby and took care of him like he was her baby. 

What did the neighbor women do (v. 17)?  They named the baby Obed. The only other time in Scripture when a 

child received its name from someone other than the immediate family was in Exodus 2:10. 

Why is the family line included (vv. 17-22)?  To show where this little story fits in the bigger picture -- the 

family line of David and Christ. To show the continuity of God’s purposes through the ages.  History is not 

haphazard or coincidental.  It is orchestrated clearly and specifically by the hand of God. What seems like a little 

story is actually one of great significance.   

The Lord had a great and sovereign plan for Ruth’s life just like He does for our lives.  I can imagine God saying 
something like this to Ruth. “I have a great and wonderful plan for your life and here is how my great plan is going 
to start out – first, your husband is going to die. And then your father-in-law is going to die. Then I’m going to take 
you to a foreign land and a foreign people with a different language far away from everything familiar to you. And 
you’re going to live with a complaining, whining, old woman. And by the way you’re going to be destitute, a beggar. 
And you’re going to do hard manual labor in order to eat.  This journey is going to be a walk of faith Ruth, not a 
walk of sight. Are you ready? Are you willing to trust in me?”  Are we willing to trust in God’s sovereign plan for 
our lives even when the future looks bleak? 
 
Note also that Ruth’s future was not limited or doomed by her pagan background/environment/ upbringing. 


