
Grandpa Devotional #3     Ruth’s Decision 

Read Ruth 1:14-22 

 
14 And again they wept together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But Ruth clung tightly to Naomi.  

15 “Look,” Naomi said to her, “your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You should do the 

same.”  

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will 

live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.  

17 Wherever you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but 

death to separate us!”  

18 When Naomi saw that Ruth was determined to go with her, she said nothing more.  

19 So the two of them continued on their journey. When they came to Bethlehem, the entire town was excited by 

their arrival. “Is it really Naomi?” the women asked.  

20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she responded. “Instead, call me Mara, for the Almighty has made life very bitter for me.  

21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me home empty. Why call me Naomi when the LORD has caused me 

to suffer and the Almighty has sent such tragedy upon me?”  

22 So Naomi returned from Moab, accompanied by her daughter-in-law Ruth, the young Moabite woman. They 
arrived in Bethlehem in late spring, at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

 
After Naomi encouraged Orpah and Ruth to stay behind in Moab, what did the two women do (v. 14)?  

Orpah kissed Naomi good bye.  She was going to return to Moab.  She chose the easiest and most convenient 

course.  But Ruth hugged Naomi tightly.  She didn’t want to leave Naomi.   

What did Naomi say to Ruth (v. 15)?  Orpah has gone back to her people and her gods.  You should do the same 

thing. 

Was that the right thing for Naomi to recommend?  This was not the right thing. Naomi should have encouraged 

both of them to leave their pagan land and come to Israel where they could have been introduced to the one true 

God of the Israelites. 

How did Ruth respond (vv. 16-17)?  (Read vv. 16-17) No matter what, Ruth would never, ever, leave Naomi’s 

side. Ruth walked by faith. She was willing to give up the Moabite gods she had spent her entire life worshipping 

and embrace the God of Israel. She was willing to leave her comfort zone behind. She felt so strongly that she 

invoked a curse upon herself if she ever left Naomi. This move to Bethlehem was much more than just a change of 

address for Ruth.   

What did Naomi say (v. 18)?  She didn’t say anything.  She accepted Ruth’s commitment to stay with her. What 

happened when they arrived in Bethlehem (v. 19)?  Everybody was excited to see Naomi. 

What did Naomi say to the townspeople (vv. 20-21)?  (Read vv. 20-21) She complained that God had not treated 

her well.  That God had brought suffering and tragedy upon her.  She blamed God for her bitter life.  Do you know 

anybody who is hurting like Naomi that you can reach out to? 

What was happening when they arrived (v. 22)?  It just so happened that they arrived in Bethlehem, with 

virtually no way to provide for themselves, just as the barley harvest was beginning – a divine “coincidence.”  Are 

we starting to see the sovereign hand of God at work here? 


