
Grandpa Devotional #4     Boaz Arrives 

Read Ruth 2:1-7 

 
1 Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Bethlehem named Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi’s 

husband, Elimelech.  

2 One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain 

left behind by anyone who is kind enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go ahead.”  

3 So Ruth went out to gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it happened, she found herself working in a 

field that belonged to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-law, Elimelech.  

4 While she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. “The LORD be with you!” he 

said. “The LORD bless you!” the harvesters replied.  

5 Then Boaz asked his foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? Who does she belong to?”  

6 And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman from Moab who came back with Naomi.  

7 She asked me this morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesters. She has been hard at work ever 

since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the shelter.”  

 
Who are we introduced to in this chapter (v. 1)?  Boaz.  What do we know about Boaz?  He was rich and 

well-respected by the people in Bethlehem. 

What idea did Ruth have (v. 2)?  She volunteered to go into the harvest fields and pick up the grain that the 

workers missed and left behind.  This was God’s welfare program for the needy people in that day.  The food 

was available, but if you wanted to eat, you had to go out and work for it. 

What did Naomi think of Ruth’s idea?  She liked it.  She encouraged Ruth to do it. 

When Ruth went out to pick up the grain that the harvesters left behind, where did she find herself 

working (v. 3)?  In a field owned by Boaz, who was a relative of Elimelech – her father-in-law who had died.  

The sovereignty of God appears where we least expect it – like in the field that Ruth chose to work in.  

What happened next (v. 4)?  Boaz arrived.  What did Boaz do first?  He warmly greeted the harvesters, 

the workers who would gather the grain /the little guys/the relatively unimportant.  He didn’t just check in 

with the foreman and ignore the workers.  He had a relationship of fondness and respect with the workers.    

How did the workers respond to Boaz?  They warmly greeted him back.  Boaz was a strong leader.   

What did Boaz ask his foreman (v. 5)?  Who is the new young woman?  Who is her family? 

How did the foreman describe Ruth (v. 6)?  He identified her as the young woman from Moab who had 

come back with Naomi. 

What did the foreman say about Ruth’s request (v. 7)?  She requested to be able to gather grain behind 

the harvesters. The foreman reported that Ruth had been working hard all day except for a short break in the 

shelter.  Ruth may not have known it, but she was under inspection. The supervisor was looking at how she 

worked and he was impressed that she did an excellent job. We are under inspection also. We are being 

watched by others to see how we will walk with God….and to see if we are real/genuine.  And what they see 

will make a difference.  


