
Grandpa Devotional #7     Threshing Floor 

Read Ruth 3:1-9 

 

1 One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent home for you, so 

that you will be provided for.  

2 Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been very kind by letting you gather grain with his young 

women. Tonight, he will be winnowing barley at the threshing floor.  

3 Now do as I tell you—take a bath and put on perfume and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to 

the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see you until he has finished eating and drinking.  

4 Be sure to notice where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell 

you what to do.” 5 “I will do everything you say,” Ruth replied.  

6 So she went down to the threshing floor that night and followed the instructions of her mother-in-

law.  

7 After Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he lay down at the far end of 

the pile of grain and went to sleep. Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and lay down.  

8 Around midnight Boaz suddenly woke up and turned over. He was surprised to find a woman 

lying at his feet!  

9 “Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she replied. “Spread the corner of your 

covering over me, for you are my family redeemer.”  

 

What did Naomi sense that she needed to do for Ruth (v. 1)?  She needed to find a husband for 

Ruth who would provide for her.  Someone has said, “It takes 2 people to make a marriage, a single 

woman and a desperate mother.” 

Who did Naomi have in mind as a potential husband for Ruth (v. 2)?  Boaz 

What was Naomi’s strategy (vv. 2-4)?  (Read vv. 2-4) In the culture of that day, this tactic was 

understood as an act of total submission.   It was regarded as proper and culturally acceptable.  

“Spread the corner of your garment over me” was a culturally relevant way for her to say, “I am a 

widow, take me as your wife.” 

What did Ruth think about the plan (v. 5)?  She willingly accepted Naomi’s advice. What did 

Ruth do next (v. 6)?  She went to the threshing floor and did exactly as Naomi had instructed her. 

What happened after Boaz had finished eating and drinking (v. 7)?  He laid down and went to 

sleep.  Then Ruth came quietly, uncovered his feet, and laid down. 

When Boaz woke up what did he think (v. 8)?  He was very surprised to find a woman lying at his 

feet. 

When Boaz asked who she was, what did Ruth say (v. 9)?  She said she was his servant which 

conveyed an attitude of submission.  Then she told him to “Spread the corner of your covering over 

me, for you are my family redeemer.”  


