
Grandpa Devotional #1a      Xerxes’s Two Parties 
 
Read Esther 1:1-8 
 

1 These things happened in the days of King Xerxes, who ruled over 127 countries stretching from India 
to Ethiopia.  

2 At that time Xerxes ruled his empire from his royal throne at the fortress/city of Susa.  
 
3 In the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. He invited all the military 
officers of his kingdom as well as the princes and nobles of the 127 countries.  

4 The celebration lasted 180 days/6 months—a tremendous display of the great wealth of his empire and 
the pomp and splendor of his majesty.  

5 When the first party was all over, the king gave a special banquet for all the people, from the greatest to 
the least, who were in the fortress/city of Susa. It lasted for seven days and was held in the courtyard of 
the palace garden.  
 
6 The courtyard was beautifully decorated with white cotton curtains and blue hangings, which were 
fastened with white linen cords and purple ribbons to silver rings embedded in marble pillars. Gold and 
silver couches stood on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and other costly 
stones.  
 
7 Drinks were served in gold goblets of many designs, and there was a lot of royal wine, because the king 
was very generous.   
 
8 By command of the king, no limits were placed on the drinking, for the king had instructed all his palace 
officials to serve each man as much wine as he wanted.  
 

Who was the King when Esther was alive (v. 1)?  King Xerxes.  He had a funny name didn’t he? 

Was he a powerful king?  Yes.  He was King over 127 countries including the Jewish country of Judah. 

What did the King do after he had been King for three years (v. 3)?  He had a huge party. 

Who was invited to the King’s party?  All the very important people from his entire kingdom – from all 
127 countries.  How long did the party last (v. 4)?  180 days or six months. 

Why did the King have a party like this?  He was very rich and he wanted to show off his palace and 
everything he owned.  He wanted the people to know how important and famous he was.  He was very 
powerful and very prideful.  Can you think of any other people who were proud/prideful and 
thought they were very important and powerful?  Pharisees…..Jezebel…..Nebuchadnezzar, etc.   

When the King’s first party ended, what did he do next (v. 5)?  He had another party with lots of food. 
 
Who was invited to that party?  All the people who lived in the city of Susa – both the rich and poor.   
How long did the party last?  7 days 
 
Where was the party held?   In the courtyard which was like a large and very fancy back yard.  It must 
have cost a lot of money. 
 
What was served at the party (vv. 7-8)?  Lots of wine in gold goblets/wine glasses. And everyone  could 
drink as much wine as they wanted to. 


