
 
Grandpa Devotional #1c     Queen Vashti Banished 
 
Read Esther 1:16-22 
 

16 Memucan answered the king and his nobles, “Queen Vashti has insulted not only the king but also 

every noble and every citizen throughout your empire.  

17 Women everywhere will begin to despise their husbands when they learn that Queen Vashti has 

refused to appear before the king.  

18 Before this day is out, the wives of all the king’s nobles throughout your kingdom will hear what the 

queen did and will start treating their husbands the same way. There will be no end to their disrespect 

and anger.  

19 “So if it pleases the king, we suggest that you issue a written decree, a law of the empire that cannot be 

changed. It should order that Queen Vashti be forever banished from the presence of King Xerxes, and 

that the King should choose another queen more worthy than she is.  

20 When this decree is published throughout the king’s vast empire, husbands everywhere, whatever 

their rank, will receive proper respect from their wives!”  

21 The King and his nobles thought this made good sense, so he followed Memucan’s counsel.  

22 He sent letters to all parts of the empire, to each country, proclaiming that every man should be the 

ruler of his own home and should say whatever he pleases. 

 

After the Queen refused to come to his party, what did the King’s advisers say that the Queen had 

done (v. 16)?  She had insulted the King and all the people in his empire. 

What did the King’s advisers think would happen if they let Vashti get away with insulting the 

King (vv. 17-18)?  The women of the kingdom will all think that Vashti is their hero and they will want to 

treat their husbands just like Vashti did – with no respect. 

What did the advisers recommend that the King should do (v. 19)?  He should make a law that sent 

Vashti away from the presence of the King forever.  And the King should pick another better Queen.    

What did they say would happen if the King did as they recommended (v. 20)?  All the husbands in 

the kingdom would be respected by their wives.  

What did the King end up doing (vv. 21-22)?  He sent letters to all the people of his empire telling them 

that the husband is the ruler of his own home and he can say whatever he wants to.  And his wife should 

obey him.  

Is that the best way to get wives to respect and obey their husbands – by making it a law? 


