
 
 
Grandpa Devotional #3a    Haman Promoted  
 
Read Esther 3:1-6 
 
1 A few years later, King Xerxes promoted Haman over all the other nobles, making him the most 

powerful official in the empire.  

2 The king had commanded that all the king’s officials would have to bow down before Haman to show 

him respect whenever he passed by. But Mordecai refused to bow down or show him respect.  

3 Then the palace officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why are you disobeying the king’s 

command?”  

4 They spoke to him day after day, but still he refused to comply with the order. So they finally spoke to 

Haman about this to see if he would tolerate Mordecai’s conduct, since Mordecai had told them he was a 

Jew.  

5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him respect, he was filled with rage. 

6 He had learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it was not enough to kill Mordecai alone. 

Instead, he looked for a way to destroy all the Jews throughout the entire empire of Xerxes.  

 

Who did the King honor a few years later (v. 1)?  Haman.  The King never honored Mordecai.  He had 

forgotten about Mordecai and how he had saved his life.   

How did he honor Haman?  He promoted him and made him the most powerful of all the 

nobles/officials. 

What did the other officials have to do now (v. 2)?  They had to bow down to Haman whenever he 

walked by to show they respected him. 

What did Mordecai not do?  He refused to bow down to Haman.  Why?  He would only bow down to 

God.  Did he do the right thing?  Do you think he was scared? 

What did the other palace officials ask Mordecai (v. 3)?  Why aren’t you doing what the King told us 

to do and bow down to Haman? 

What did the other palace officials do next when Mordecai still wouldn’t bow down to Haman (v. 

4)?  They tattle tailed on Mordecai to Haman. 

What else did Haman find out about Mordecai?  That he was Jewish – He was from the tribe of 

Benjamin. 

How did Haman feel when he found out that Mordecai would not bow down to him (v. 5)?  He was 

furious/very mad.  Haman was a very prideful man. 

Now that Haman knew that Mordecai was Jewish, what did he plan to do (v. 6)?  Instead of just 

killing Mordecai, he decided to kill all the Jews. 


