
 
Grandpa Devotional #3b    Haman’s Plan 
 
Read Esther 3:7-11 
 

7 So, in the month of April, during the twelfth year of King Xerxes’ reign, lots were cast in Haman’s 

presence to determine the best day and month to take action. And the day selected was March 7, nearly a 

year later.  

8 Then Haman approached King Xerxes and said, “There is a certain race of people scattered through all 

the provinces of your empire who keep themselves separate from everyone else. Their laws are different 

from those of any other people, and they refuse to obey the laws of the king. So it is not in the king’s 

interest to let them live.  

9 If it pleases the king, issue a decree/law that they be destroyed, and I will give 10,000 large sacks of 

silver to the government administrators to be deposited in the royal treasury.”  

10 The king agreed, confirming his decision by removing his signet ring from his finger and giving it to 

Haman, the enemy of the Jews.  

11 The king said, “The money and the people are both yours to do with as you see fit.” 

What did they do in April (v. 7)?  They cast lots. 

What was casting lots?  Kinda like rolling dice or flipping a coin to help make a decision.  In the Old 

Testament, the Jews cast lots to determine God’s will. 

Why did they cast lots?  To decide when to start killing all the Jews. 

What was the result?  They were going to wait for close to a year to start killing the Jews.  Which meant 

the Jews had almost a year to get ready for Haman’s attack.  Do you think God had anything to do with 

that? 

What did Haman tell the King (v. 8)?  That the Jewish people were weird.  They had different laws and 

they refused to obey the King and he should kill them.  That wasn’t exactly true. Haman was a liar. 

What was Haman’s solution to the problem (v. 9)?  He suggested that the King should make a law that 

the Jews should all be killed.  And Haman would give a lot of money to the government.  He was trying to 

bribe the King. 

What did the King think about Haman’s solution (v. 10)?  He thought it was a good idea. 

How did the King show that he agreed to Haman’s plan?  He gave Haman his signet ring. The signet 

ring, when it was pressed on clay or wax, made a special imprint, which was like a signature, and it 

represented the king’s authority.  It was like Haman could sign anything in the King’s name since he had 

the signet ring.  

What did the King do next (v. 11)?  He told Haman he could do whatever he wanted with the people 

and the money. The king didn’t realize that his queen, Esther, was a Jew and she would be included in this 

terrible plan.  Esther’s gonna be in trouble! 


