
Grandpa Devotional #9b    The Jews Are Winning 
 
Read Esther 9:11-19 
 

11 That very day, when the king was informed of the number of people killed in the fortress of Susa,  

12 he called for Queen Esther. He said, “The Jews have killed 500 men in the fortress of Susa alone, as well as 

Haman’s ten sons. If they have done that here, what has happened in the rest of the provinces? But now, what more 

do you want? It will be granted to you; tell me and I will do it.”  

13 Esther responded, “If it pleases the king, give the Jews in Susa permission to do again tomorrow as they have 

done today, and let the bodies of Haman’s ten sons be impaled on a pole.”  

14 So the king agreed, and the decree was announced in Susa. And they impaled the bodies of Haman’s ten sons. 

15 Then the Jews at Susa gathered together on March 8 and killed 300 more men, and again they took no plunder.  

16 Meanwhile, the other Jews throughout the king’s provinces had gathered together to defend their lives. They 

gained relief from all their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them. But they did not take any property.  

17 This was done throughout the provinces on March 7, and on March 8 they rested, celebrating their victory with 

a day of feasting and gladness.   

18 (The Jews at Susa killed their enemies on March 7 and again on March 8, then rested on March 9, making that 

their day of feasting and gladness.)  

19 So to this day, rural Jews living in remote villages celebrate an annual festival and holiday on the appointed day 

in late winter, when they rejoice and send gifts of food to each other.  

When the King was told that 500 people had been killed in the fortress of Susa, what did he do next (v. 12)?  

He called for Queen Esther to come see him. 

What did he say to Esther?  If 500 men plus Haman’s 10 sons have been killed in the city of Susa alone, he 

realized that lots more people must have been killed in the country.   Then he asked Esther what else she wanted. 

How did Esther respond (v. 13)?  She requested that the Jews in Susa be given one more day to carry out the task 

of rooting out the evil ones who were trying to destroy them and that the 10 sons of Haman be hanged on a pole. 

That would be a visible warning that other people better not hate and attack the Jews like they did. 

What did the King do next (v. 14)?  He did exactly what Esther has asked. He had the 10 sons of Haman hanged.  

What did the Jews do next (v. 15)?  They killed 300 more enemies in the city of Susa but still didn’t take any 

property from their enemies. 

What did the Jews do outside the city of Susa in the outlying countries (v. 16)?  They gathered together and 

killed 75,000 of the people that hated them.  And they still didn’t take any property from their enemies after they 

killed them. 

What did the Jews in the outlying country do the next day (v. 17)?  They had a huge victory party to celebrate.  

What did the Jews in the city of Susa do two days later (v. 18)?  They also had a huge party to celebrate. 

What do the Jews do today (v. 19)?  Every year they celebrate the Jews victory at Susa with a party called the 

Festival of Purim.  That way they would be sure to remember how God protected them at Susa. 


