
Grandpa Devotional #2b    Danger for Daniel 
 
Read Daniel 2:8-16 
 

8 The king replied, “I know what you are doing! You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious 

when I say,  

9 ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have conspired to tell me lies, hoping I will 

change my mind. But tell me the dream, and then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”  

10 The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, however 

great and powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer!  

11 The king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, and they do not live 

here among people.”  

12 The king was furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be 

executed. 13 And because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and his friends.  

14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with 

wisdom and discretion.  

15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?” So Arioch told him all that had 

happened.  

16 Daniel went at once to see the king and requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant.  

After the king’s various wise men kept asking him to just tell them his dream, and also tell him 

what it means, how did the king respond (v. 8)?  He accused them of not having an answer and that 

they were just stalling for time so they could figure out what to stay. 

How did the king threaten them (v. 9)?  If they couldn’t tell him about the dream, he would have them 

killed. 

What was the king suspicious of?  That they were getting together and figuring out how to lie to the 

king so they wouldn’t be killed -- because they didn’t have an answer for the king. 

How did the wise men respond (v. 11)?  It’s impossible to read your mind.  Not even our gods can do 

that. Who would be included if the king killed all his wise men (v. 13)?  Daniel and his three friends. 

How did the king respond to the wise men’s answer (v. 12)?  He was very angry.  He ordered that all 

his wise men be killed. 

When the guard came to kill Daniel, how did he handle the situation (vv. 14-15)?  Very wisely.  He 

didn’t argue with the guard.  He didn’t try to run away. He just asked him a question. 

Then what did Daniel do next (v. 16)?  He went to see the king to ask for more time to figure out the 

dream. This took real boldness on Daniel’s part because the king had the wise men of already accused 

stalling for time (v. 8). 


