
Grandpa Devotional #3a    The Gold Statue 
 
Read Daniel 3:1-7 
 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and set it up on the plain of 

Dura in the province of Babylon.  

2 Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, 

magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the dedication of the statue he had set up.  

3 So all these officials came and stood before the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

4 Then an announcer shouted out, “People of all races and nations and languages, listen to the king’s 

command!  

5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments, 

bow to the ground to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue.  

6 Anyone who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”  

7 So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race or nation or language, 

bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

What did King Nebuchadnezzar do next (v. 1)?  He built a huge gold statue. It was 90 feet high (about 

as high as an eight-story building). 

Where did he set the statue up?  On the plain of Dura which was like a huge open field where 

everybody could see the statue from a long ways away. 

What did the king do next (v. 2)?  He ordered all his important officials to come to a ceremony to 

dedicate the statue.  What did all the officials who were invited do (v. 3)?  They came and stood in 

front of the statue. 

When everyone was standing in front of the statue, what did the announcer shout out (vv. 4-5)?  

This is what the king commands everyone to do.  When the music is played, everyone must bow down 

and worship the gold statue.  Do you think that gold statue is kinda like an idol? 

What would happen if someone refused to worship the statue (v. 6)?  They would immediately be 

thrown into a fiery burning furnace. 

So what did the people do (v. 7)?  They all bowed down and worshipped the statue.  They were scared.  

They didn’t want to die in the fiery furnace. 

If someone told you to bow down and worship someone or something other than God -- and you 

would die if you refused -- what would you do? 


