
Grandpa Devotional #4b      The Dream Messenger 
 
Read Daniel 4:9-17 
 

9 “I said to him, ‘Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no 

mystery is too great for you to solve. Now tell me what my dream means.  

10 “‘While I was lying in my bed, this is what I dreamed. I saw a large tree in the middle of the earth. 11 The tree 

grew very tall and strong, reaching high into the heavens for all the world to see.  

12 It had fresh green leaves, and it was loaded with fruit for all to eat. Wild animals lived in its shade, and birds 

nested in its branches. All the world was fed from this tree.  

13 “‘Then as I lay there dreaming, I saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven.  

14 The messenger shouted, “Cut down the tree and lop off its branches! Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! 

Chase the wild animals from its shade and the birds from its branches.  

15 But leave the stump and the roots in the ground, bound with a band of iron and bronze and surrounded by 

tender grass. Now let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the wild animals among the 

plants of the field.  

16 For seven periods of time, let him have the mind of a wild animal instead of the mind of a human.  

17 For this has been decreed by the messengers ; it is commanded by the holy ones, so that everyone may know 

that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world. He gives them to anyone he chooses— even to the 

lowliest of people.”  

What did King Nebuchadnezzar say to Daniel (v. 9)?  I know that you are very smart because your God has 

made you that way.  And you know all mysteries.  So, tell me what my dream means. 

Then what did the king see in his dream (v. 10)? A huge tree growing way up into the sky.   

How did he describe the tree (v. 10-12)? Read vv. 10-12. 

What did the king see next (v. 13)?  A holy messenger coming down from heaven.  Who was the holy 

messenger?  An angel sent from heaven with an announcement. 

What did the messenger tell the king to do (vv. 14-15)?  Read vv. 14-15. 

What do the stump and the roots represent?  What little was left of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom. 

Who was “him” who would be drenched with the dew of heaven and would live among the animals (v. 15)?  

King Nebuchadnezzar 

What does seven periods of time mean (v. 16)?  Seven years 

What would happen to King Nebuchadnezzar during this time (v. 16)?   He would live with the wild animals.  

He would have the mind of a wild animal instead of the mind of a man. 

What would happen during those seven periods of time? What was the purpose of the dream (v. 17)? So 

that everyone would know that the Most High God rules over the kingdoms of the world.  God was and is…always 

in control. 


