
Grandpa Devotional #5a      Writing on the Wall 
 
Read Daniel 5:1-9 
 

1 Many years later King Belshazzar gave a great feast for 1,000 of his nobles, and he drank wine with them. 

2 While Belshazzar was drinking the wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups that his predecessor, 

Nebuchadnezzar, had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem. He wanted to drink from them with his nobles, his 

wives, and his concubines. 

3 So they brought these gold cups taken from the Temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 

nobles, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 

4 While they drank from them they praised the gods made of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

5 Suddenly, they saw the fingers of a human hand writing on the plaster wall of the king’s palace, near the 

lampstand. The king himself saw the hand as it wrote, 6 and his face turned pale with fright. His knees knocked 

together in fear and his legs gave way beneath him. 

7 The king shouted for the enchanters, astrologers, and fortune-tellers to be brought before him. He said to these 

wise men of Babylon, “Whoever can read this writing and tell me what it means will be dressed in purple robes of 

royal honor and will have a gold chain placed around his neck. He will become the third highest ruler in the 

kingdom!” 

8 But when all the king’s wise men had come in, none of them could read the writing or tell him what it meant. 

9 So the king grew even more alarmed, and his face turned pale. His nobles, too, were shaken. 

What has changed many years later (v. 1)?  King Belshazzar became the new Babylonian King. 

What did the new king do (v. 1)?  He had a huge party for his 1000 nobles.  What’s a noble?  Nobles are very 

important people like governors and senators. 

When the king was drinking wine, what did he do (v. 2)?  He had his servants bring the gold cups that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has stolen from the Jewish temple when he conquered Jerusalem. What’s a concubine?  Kinda 

like a girlfriend.   

What did they all do when they were drinking (v. 4)?  They were worshipping and praising all their different 

gods.  Can you imagine worshipping something made out of wood or metal? 

What happened next (v. 5)?  A human hand appeared out of nowhere and the fingers began writing on the wall. 

How did the king react (v. 6)?  He was scared to death!  He almost fainted. What did the king do next (v. 7)?  He 

called all his wise men together. 

What did he promise the wise men?  If anyone could tell him what the writing meant he would give him lots of 

expensive stuff, like a gold chain, and make him a very important person in his kingdom. 

Could the wise men tell the king what the writing meant (v. 8)?  Nope.  Have we seen this before?  Guess the 

wise men weren’t too wise once again. 

What did the king do then (v. 9)?  When his wise men could not interpret the writing, he became even more 

scared.  And so did his nobles. 
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