
Grandpa Devotional #5c      A History Lesson 
 
Read Daniel 5:18-23 
 

18 Your Majesty, the Most High God gave sovereignty, majesty, glory, and honor to your predecessor, 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

19 He made him so great that people of all races and nations and languages trembled before him in fear. 

He killed those he wanted to kill and spared those he wanted to spare. He honored those he wanted to 

honor and disgraced those he wanted to disgrace. 

20 But when his heart and mind were puffed up with arrogance, he was brought down from his royal 

throne and stripped of his glory. 

21 He was driven from human society. He was given the mind of a wild animal, and he lived among the 

wild donkeys. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he learned that 

the Most High God rules over the kingdoms of the world and appoints anyone he desires to rule over 

them. 

22 “You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. 

23  For you have proudly defied the Lord of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple brought 

before you. You and your nobles and your wives and concubines have been drinking wine from them 

while praising gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone—gods that neither see nor hear nor 

know anything at all. But you have not honored the God who gives you the breath of life and controls 

your destiny! 

What did Daniel tell King Belshazzar (v. 18)?  My God, the Most High God, gave great gifts to 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king who ruled before you. 

What did Daniel tell the king about King Nebuchadnezzar (v. 19)?  God made him so great that 

everyone was afraid of him.  He was very powerful. 

What did Daniel tell the king about King Nebuchadnezzar (v. 20)?  When he became very prideful, 

God humbled him.  Are you ever prideful? 

What did Daniel tell the king about King Nebuchadnezzar (v. 21)?  God sent him from the palace to 

live like an animal for seven years.  He ate grass like a cow and lived outside. 

What was God teaching Nebuchadnezzar?  That He (God) rules over all the kingdoms of the world 

including Nebuchadnezzar’s.  And He appoints the kings over them.  He was reminding Nebuchadnezzar 

the He was in control.  God was humbling him.   

What message did Daniel give to King Belshazzar (v. 22)?  You knew all about King Nebuchadnezzar 

but you are just as proud as he was.  What is the sin that God hates the most?  Pride (Proverbs 6:16) 

What did Daniel accuse the king of (v. 23)?  You have insulted God by drinking from the temple cups 

and worshipping false gods.  But you have not honored the real God who controls your life. 
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