
Grandpa Devotional #5d                                             The Writing Explained  
    
Read Daniel 5:24-31 
 

24 So God has sent this hand to write this message. 

25 “This is the message that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN . 

26 This is what these words mean: means ‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of 

your reign and has brought it to an end. 

27 means ‘weighed’—you have been weighed on the balances and have not measured up. 

28 means ‘divided’—your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 

29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was dressed in purple robes, a gold chain was 

hung around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. 

30 That very night Belshazzar, the Babylonian king, was killed. 

31 And Darius the Mede took over the kingdom at the age of sixty-two. 

How did Daniel explain where the writing came from (v. 24)?  God sent the hand. 

What was the message that was written (v. 25)?  A bunch of words from a different 

language (Aramaic). 

What did the message mean (v. 26)?  God is in control of how long you will reign as king 

and right now your reign is over. 

What else did the words mean (v. 27)?  You have not done a good job as king. 

What else did the words mean (v. 28)?   Your kingdom is going to be divided between 

two countries – Media and Persia. 

What did the king do for Daniel (v. 29)?  Dressed him up in king’s clothes, gave him a 

gold chain and made him the third highest ruler in his kingdom – just as he had promised. 

What happened that night to King Belshazzar (v. 30)?  He died.  He was killed.  By 

whom?  We don’t know.  The Bible doesn’t tell us. 

Who became the new king (v. 31)?  A king from a different country, King Darius from 

Media.  No more Babylonian kings.  This will be the third different king that Daniel has had 

to work and live under. 
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