
Grandpa Devotional #1a    Jonah and the Storm 
 
Read Jonah 1:1-9 
 

1 The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce my 

judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people are.”  

3 But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD . He went down to the port of Joppa, 

where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board, hoping to escape from the LORD by 

sailing to Tarshish.  

4 But the LORD hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to break the ship apart.  

5 Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo overboard to lighten 

the ship. But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold.  

6 So the captain went down after him. “How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get up and pray to your 

god! Maybe he will pay attention to us and spare our lives.”  

7 Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the terrible storm. When they did 

this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit.  

8 “Why has this awful storm come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? What 

country are you from? What is your nationality?” 9 Jonah answered, “I am a Hebrew, and I worship the LORD, the God 

of heaven, who made the sea and the land.” 

What did the Lord tell Jonah to do (v. 1)?  Go to the city of Nineveh -- which was the capital city of Israel’s major 

enemy -- Assyria. What religion were the people of Nineveh?  Jewish?  They were Gentile pagans. 

What did God tell Jonah to tell the people of Nineveh?  I am going to judge/destroy you and your city because you 

are so wicked.  Can you think of two other cities that God destroyed because they were so wicked? 

What did Jonah do instead (v. 2)?  He got on a ship that was going in the opposite direction as Nineveh.   

Why did Jonah refuse to obey God?  He did not like the Assyrians. He was afraid that Nineveh might repent and he 

wanted Nineveh to be destroyed. He felt they deserved God’s judgment (Jonah 4:2). Jonah didn’t want to see God’s 

mercy extended to his enemies, and he knew in his heart that God wanted to show them mercy.  

What was he trying to do (v. 3)?  Run away from the Lord.  Where can we go to get away from the Lord?  (Read 

Psalm 139:7-12)  What did the Lord do next in Jonah’s life (v. 4)?  He caused a great storm to arise. 

What were the sailors thinking (v. 5)?  They thought they were going to die. What did they do?  They shouted to 

their gods for help and threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship so it wouldn’t sink. 

What was Jonah doing during the storm?  Sleeping  What did the captain say to Jonah (v. 6)?  Get up and pray to 

your God.  Maybe He will save us. 

What did the sailors do next (v. 7)?  The cast lots to find out whose God was responsible for the storm. What is 

casting lots? Kinda like rolling dice or flipping a coin to help make a decision, answer a question or figure out 

what God’s will is. What was the outcome of casting lots?  They found out that the storm was Jonah’s fault.  

They asked Jonah a bunch or questions (v. 8).  How did he answer them (v. 9)?  He told them he was Jewish and 

he worshipped the true God of heaven who made the earth and sea.  Isn’t it strange that Jonah claimed to worship this 

God when he did not obey Him, but this is often true of believers. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jonah%204.2

